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C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  
** SAVE THESE DATES ** 

 

JUNE 30 – JULY 4, 2016 – SECULAR FRANCISCAN 

QUINQUENNIAL GATHERING – ST. LOUIS, MO 
 

THE ‘Q’ WILL TAKE PLACE AT THE 

RENAISSANCE ST. LOUIS AIRPORT HOTEL - 

PRESENTATIONS FROM FRIAR DAN HORAN, 
OFM – AUTHOR OF “DATING GOD” AND 

OTHER INSPIRED SPEAKERS.  

 

THE “Q” IS FOR ALL SECULAR FRANCISCANS 

AND MEMBERS OF THE WIDER FRANCISCAN 

FAMILY, FRANCISCAN AFFILIATES AND 

FRANCISCAN-HEARTED COMPANIONS.   

 

FOR INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION & 

SCHOLARSHIP FORMS - 

HTTP://WWW.QUINQUENNIAL.ORG 

 

JULY 29 - 31, 2016 - REGION RETREAT - FR. 
ROBERT BARBATO WILL BE OUR RETREAT 

LEADER AT THE YMCA OF THE ROCKIES IN 

ESTES PARK WITH THE THEME: “SET 

ABLAZE YOUR FRANCISCAN CHARISM” 

 

AUGUST 19 - 21, 2016 – REGIONAL CHAPTER 

AND VISITATION BY NEC AT ST. THOMAS 

MORE PARISH, MCCALLIN HALL, IN 

CENTENNIAL, CO. 

 

JULY 21-23, 2017 – 2017 REGION RETREAT 

WITH FATHER GALLAGHER – LOCATION TO 

BE ANNOUNCED 

 

 

 
 

 

Regional Executive Council 

Meeting Notes 

 

The Regional Council for Santa Maria de las 

Montañas met on January 30, 2016.  In 

attendance were Sharon Doerflinger, Matt 

Schuldt, Tom McMahan, Brother Augustine 

Rohde, Chris Lang, Mike Otteman, and Cynthia 

Boren (present via conference call). 

   

This newsletter includes Regional Retreat and 

Quinquennial information (registration and 

scholarship).  Forms will be sent separately, as 

well as each fraternity minister being contacted 

by a member of the Regional Executive Council. 

Matt gave current bank statements to Sharon.  

Balances are: $7,238.06 in checking account, 

Continued on page 2 
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$1,625.64 in the retreat fund, and $42,338.41 in 

the savings account. 

 

Several fraternities are due for Visitations in 

2016.  Father John requested Visitations be done 

one year after fraternity Elections.  Fraternities 

may contact Sharon to request their fraternity 

visitation. 

 

Annual Reports were sent to local fraternities by 

Sharon on January 15, 2016.  Fraternities need to 

be sure their Annual Report membership numbers 

coincide with the Fair Share membership 

numbers when they mail Fair Share payments to 

Matt. Reminder: professed active membership = 

$50; professed active excused membership = $20; 

and candidate membership = $17.  The REC 

meeting on April 2, will focus on compiling the 

region’s annual report for NAFRA. 

 

There was discussion to appoint someone to assist 

with keeping the NAFRA database for the Region 

updated and accurate.  Following unanimous 

agreement by the council, Neal Verzwyvelt with 

the St. Francis de Sales fraternity was appointed 

to this new role.  Neal's contact information may 

be found on page 6 of this newsletter.  Neal will 

not replace a fraternity's database person, but is 

available to assist when requested. 

 

Mike Otteman presented his thoughts on “who we 

are” and “what we do” as Secular Franciscans.  

He spoke on a formation process as a “change of 

heart” (vs. solely an intellectual understanding).  

According to the “pathway to profession” there 

should be 2 focused days of discernment or 

retreats, 1 for the inquirer before entering 

candidacy; and 1 for the candidate before 

profession.  We discussed the possibility of the 

region sponsoring a discernment day of reflection 

for inquirers or candidates, either as part of the 

annual regional retreat or separately.  The council 

is considering creating a regional formation 

manual by giving each fraternity an empty binder 

to fill it with what they are doing as formation 

(initial and on-going) and then combining them.  

 Revive your spirit!  Register 

for the 2016 Quinquennial.  Nicknamed the “Q”, the 

congress is for Secular Franciscans, the wider 

Franciscan Family, and Franciscan-hearted 

companions.  It takes place June 30-July 4 at 

Renaissance St. Louis Airport Hotel, St. Louis, 

Missouri.  Keynote presenter is Friar Dan Horan, 

OFM, a young priest who has already become a 

prolific author and sought-after speaker. 

 

“Rediscover the Franciscan charism at the 2016 

Quinquennial in St. Louis and enjoy new growth and 

fruitfulness,” the Q committee states, adding:  

“Experience a rebirth of joy in our vocation.” 

 

Other “inspired speakers” and breakout sessions will 

round out the congress, which opens with mass and 

dinner on Thursday evening, June 30. Closing mass is 

on Sunday evening, July 3, with departure on July 4. 

 

Scholarships are available from both the Santa Maria 

de las Montañas Region and NAFRA.  Please refer to 

the separate e-mail attachments for each.   

Continued from page 1 
It may be necessary to gather the fraternity 

formation directors/teams together to “flesh-out” 

a regional formation plan.  Candidates should be 

encouraged to attend the Regional Retreat, so 

they can experience the fraternity as the place 

where we improve our relationship with the Lord 

and we set our hearts to improve the world.   

 

Cynthia Boren, OFS 

Secretary - Santa Maria De Las Montañas Region 

19
th

 Quinquennial for 

the Secular 

Franciscan Order 

June 30 – July 4, 2016 

PLEASE SEND YOUR COMMENTS and/or 

SUGGESTIONS for the website and newsletter 

to any Regional Council member.  It is our hope 

that these will be useful tools for communication 

from Region to Fraternity and Fraternity to 

Region. 
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What is a Spiritual Assistant? 

 

A Spiritual Assistant is usually a male or female 

religious of the First or Second Order Franciscans, 

or Third Order Regular Friars (TOR) who helps to 

foster insights into Franciscan spirituality and co-

operate in the initial and continuing formation of 

the fraternity. He/she participates actively and 

votes in the discussions and decisions taken by the 

council or the chapter. Spiritual Assistants do not 

vote on financial matters or elections; nor do they 

operate as a Spiritual Director or Confessor to 

individuals or the group. 

 

Spiritual Assistants are present for council and 

regular fraternal gatherings and formation 

sessions and assist leadership training. They are 

responsible for animation of liturgical celebrations 

and spiritual reflections during council and 

chapter meetings which are in collaboration with 

the Seculars. 

 

One becomes a Spiritual Assistant by being 

appointed by the Provincial or Provincial Spiritual 

Assistant of which ever Province the fraternity is 

bonded. Recommendations from several people 

who know the candidate to be knowledgeable of 

Franciscan spirituality and know how to apply it 

in daily living are helpful. 

 

If a friar or sister is not available to a particular 

area, usually due to distance, Secular Franciscans 

(male or female), cleric or lay, specially prepared 

for this service, or other diocesan or non-

Franciscan religious may fit the task. 

 

Special training of Secular Franciscans/or clerics 

must take place before they are allowed to 

function as Spiritual Assistant’s. This is done via 

the Provincial Spiritual Assistant by courses, 

classes via mail or email. 

 

Peace & All Good, 

Brother Augustine Rohde, OFM Cap. 

 

Prayer Intentions 
 
Dear Brothers & Sisters,  

 

Deacon Tom Bello is now under 

Hospice Care and doctors are 

estimating that he has less than 6 

weeks to live and could pass at 

any time.   

 

Please pray for Deacon Tom!  He is prepared to be 

with the Lord, and appreciates all of your support and 

prayers.  Deacon Tom has requested that I keep the 

MercyHour.org website running throughout the Jubilee 

of Mercy, and I promised him that I would certainly 

keep it going in his honor, and find other contributors. 

In Memorium 

 Father Bill Carmody 

 
Please pray for the repose of the 

soul of Father Bill Carmody.  Fr. 

Bill was the spiritual assistant for 

the Blesseds Luchesius and 

Buonadonna fraternity in 

Security.  Many of you may be 

familiar with Father Bill and his 

tireless work for the unborn and 

for all life.  May our Lord grant 

him eternal rest. 

 

Thank you for your prayers for Father Bill, for those 

who loved him, including our brothers and sisters who 

lost their beloved spiritual assistant. 

 
"I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I 

have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown 

of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will 

award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all 

who have longed for his appearing." 2 Timothy 4:7-8 
 

 

A Lenten Prayer 

 

Lord Jesus, you call us to repent and to believe, for the 
Kingdom of God is at hand.  You teach us to do God's 

will.  You invite us to follow you on the way to the cross. 

 

Lord, renew in us the grace of our baptism.  Transform 

our thoughts, words and deeds so that we might turn 

away from sin and live the Gospel.  Amen. 
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Excerpt from the MESSAGE OF 

HIS HOLINESS POPE 

FRANCIS FOR LENT 2016 

“For all of us, then, the season of Lent in this 

Jubilee Year is a favorable time to overcome our 

existential alienation by listening to God’s word and 

by practicing the works of mercy.  In the corporal 

works of mercy we touch the flesh of Christ in our 

brothers and sisters who need to be fed, clothed, 

sheltered, visited; in the spiritual works of mercy – 

counsel, instruction, forgiveness, admonishment 

and prayer – we touch more directly our own 

sinfulness.  The corporal and spiritual works of 

mercy must never be separated.  By touching the 

flesh of the crucified Jesus in the suffering, sinners 

can receive the gift of realizing that they too are 

poor and in need.  Let us not waste this season of 

Lent, so favorable a time for conversion!  We ask 

this through the maternal intercession of the Virgin 

Mary, who, encountering the greatness of God’s 

mercy freely bestowed upon her, was the first to 

acknowledge her lowliness (cf. Luke 1:48) and to 

call herself the Lord’s humble servant 

(cf. Luke 1:38).” 

 

SET ABLAZE YOUR 

FRANCISCAN CHARISM 
REGIONAL RETREAT 2016 

 

We are pleased to announce that our 2016 

Summer Retreat will be at the YMCA of the 

Rockies in Estes Park Colorado from July 29 

through July 31.  Father Bobby Barbato has 

agreed to be our retreat leader for the weekend.  

He is the Vicar and Assistant Novice Master at the 

San Lorenzo Seminary in Santa Ynez California. 

Brother Bobby has years of experience in the 

formation of young friars and will help us to use 

our Franciscan Spirituality to encounter God in 

our hearts. 

 

We will have special breakout sessions for those 

in formation as well as for Formation Directors. 

Our goal is to keep prices similar to previous 

years, but we hope everyone can attend, especially 

those who will be professing soon and all 

formation directors.  Do not let finances get in 

your way, scholarships will be available. 

 

We will be sending out sign up forms soon with 

more specific details and pricing.  We also could 

use volunteers to help with all aspects of the 

retreat.  Feel free to contact Matt Schuldt OFS 

at (720)-530-0893, if you would like to volunteer 

or have any questions. 
 

 
On Care for our Common Home 

In the spirit of Laudato Si, one fraternity has 

opted to reduce plastic and paper waste by 

having everyone bring their own (washable) 

plate, cup and utensils to the monthly 

gatherings.  If you would like to share practical 

ways to adapt Pope Francis’ encyclical on 

creation to everyday life, please email Cynthia 

at clborensfo@gmail.com for inclusion in an 

upcoming newsletter. 
 

tel:%28720%29-530-0893
mailto:clborensfo@gmail.com
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Regional Executive Council 

2014 – 2017 

 

Minister  Sharon Doerflinger, OFS 

 (303) 693-7154  

 sld777@hotmail.com 

 

Vice Minister   Tom McMahan, OFS 

 (970) 339-5522  

 beckyma@comcast.net 
 

Secretary  Cynthia Boren OFS 

 (970) 580-6765  

 clborensfo@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer  Matthew Schuldt, OFS 

 (720) 530-0893 

 mattschuldt@me.com 

 

Councilor  Chris Lang, OFS 

At Large   (719) 293-0612   

   chris.lang.leadville@gmail.com 

 

Formation  Mike Otteman, OFS 

Director  (970) 663-0447 – home 

   (970) 278-0120 – work 

   ofsmott@aol.com 

 

Spiritual  Bro. Augustine Rohde, OFM Cap. 

Assistant  (303) 817-8758 

augustine.rohde@capuchins.org 

 

NAFRA   Neal Verzwyvelt, OFS 

Database   nverzwyvelt@gmail.com 
Assistance  (719) 596-4492 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SERVANT 

LEADERS of the SFO; that they will make 

decisions that reflect their Franciscan 

vocation and demonstrate their gospel life. 

 

 

Region Executive Council 

Calendar: 
 

3/19/16 – Elections at St. Anthony of 

Padua, Pueblo – Sharon Doerflinger, 

Presiding and Brother Augustine, Friar 

Witness 

4/2/16 – Region Executive Council meeting   

at the JP II Center from 10 am to 3:30 

pm.    

5/22/16 – Elections at San Damiano, 

Loveland, CO – 12:30 pm, lunch 

provided – Cynthia Boren, Presiding 

and Brother Augustine, Friar Witness 

6/25/16 – Region Executive Council 

meeting in Sterling at St. Anthony of 

Padua Parish, Hagus Hall from 10 am 

to 3:30 pm.    

8/19/16 to 8/21/16 – Region Chapter and 

Visitation by NEC 
 

“Secular Franciscan Connections 

Corner” 

 
Angel Haus (highlighted in the December newsletter) 

Nativity scenes and other Christian lawn art.  Contact 

David Arling, OFS at djarling2011@hotmail.com or call 

719-250-2775. 

 

Sweet Bee Botanicals     Handcrafted 

soaps/salves and creams in small batches.  Made with all 

organic ingredients, including herbs and essential oils. 

Contact Tanya Faust, OFS, 

sweetbeebotanicals@mail.com or phone 303-789-1595. 

 

Visit the website, www.MercyHour.org where two 

Secular Franciscans, Deacon Tom Bello (former national 

minister) & John Clem offer daily sustenance during this 

Holy Year of Mercy for our common pilgrimage to draw 

closer to Christ and to salvation. 

 

Otteman Arts, Loveland.  Custom picture framing 

and original art.  Contact Michael Otteman, OFS (970) 

278-0120 or www.ottemanartframing.com. 
 

If you know of a Secular Franciscan who has a business or 

apostolate, please send information to Cynthia to be 

considered for an upcoming newsletter. 

 

 

The National Theme for 2016 is:  
Bring God’s Love to All 

Please send your ideas on how to put into practice 

(either individually or as a fraternity) the National 

Fraternity’s Theme for 2016:  “Bring God’s Love to 

All.”  Responses may be mailed to:   

 

Cynthia Boren, OFS 

14408 Greenway Drive 

Sterling, CO  80751 

or sent to clborensfo@gmail.com. 

mailto:sld777@hotmail.com
mailto:beckyma@comcast.net
mailto:clborensfo@gmail.com
mailto:mattschuldt@me.com
mailto:chris.lang.leadville@gmail.com
mailto:ofsmott@aol.com
mailto:augustine.rohde@capuchins.org
mailto:nverzwyvelt@gmail.com
mailto:djarling2011@hotmail.com
mailto:sweetbeebotanicals@mail.com
http://www.mercyhour.org/
tel:%28970%29%20278-0120
tel:%28970%29%20278-0120
http://www.ottemanartframing.com/

