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Regional Executive Council 

Meeting Highlights 

 

April 2, 2016 - The Regional Council for 

Santa Maria de las Montañas met on April 2, 

2016 at the St. John Paul II Center in Denver.  

Present were: Sharon Doerflinger, OFS; Brother 

Augustine Rohde, OFM Cap RN; Tom 

McMahan, OFS; and Cynthia Boren, OFS.  

Excused were: Matt Schuldt, OFS; Mike 

Otteman, OFS; and Chris Lang, OFS.   

 

FORMATION - The REC encourages the 

creation of a regional formation team (3 

members) to assist Mike Otteman.   

 

ANNUAL REPORTS - 11 Annual Reports were 

received (list below) and the council used them to 

compile the region’s annual report for NAFRA.  

We pay Fair Share to NAFRA based on # of 

Active, Active Excused and Candidates at $17.00 

per member, as of December 31, 2015. 

 

June 25, 2016 - The Regional Council for 

Santa Maria de las Montañas met on June 25, 

2016 in Hagus Hall at St. Anthony of Padua 

Parish in Sterling Colorado hosted by the St. 

Stephen the Martyr Fraternity.  Present were: 

Sharon Doerflinger, OFS; Brother Augustine 

Rohde, OFM Cap; Tom McMahan, OFS; Mike 

Otteman, OFS and Cynthia Boren, OFS.  Excused 

was: Chris Lang, OFS.  Guests from St. Stephen 

Council Meeting Highlights, continued on page 2 
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 Santa Maria de las Montañas 

Region welcomes these 

individuals and congratulates 

them on their Profession 

into the Secular Franciscan 

Order 

 
Carolyn Duggan, OFS - on Aug. 21, 2016 at 

Queen of Peace Catholic Church in Aurora, CO 

- St. Francis of the Streets Fraternity. 

 

Janelle Wingert, OFS – on Aug. 14, 2016 at 

Holy Trinity Catholic Church in Cheyenne, 

WY - St. Maximillian Kolbe Fraternity. 
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C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  

** SAVE THESE DATES ** 

 

JULY 21 - 23, 2017 – REGION RETREAT WITH 

FR. SIMEON GALLAGHER, OFM CAP  – REGIS 

UNIVERSITY 

 

AUGUST 25 – 26, 2017 – ELECTIVE CHAPTER 

MEETING – ST. JPII CENTER 

 

JULY 20 – 22, 2018 – REGION RETREAT – 

FRANCISCAN RETREAT CENTER IN 

COLORADO SPRINGS, CO – SPEAKER TO BE 

ANNOUNCED 

 

 

 
 

 

the Martyr (hosts): Deacon Ronald Michieli, 

OFS; Barbara Michieli, OFS; Alvin Scheck, OFS 

were present for part of the meeting. 
 

The majority of this meeting was spent in review 

and completion of the Visitation paperwork.  

 

Lunch was served by our hosts from the Sterling 

fraternity.   

 

MONEY MATTERS - Per the General 

Constitution, an audit is required, every 3 years 

(usually just prior to the election).  Due to the 

appointment of a new Treasurer, Tom and Chris 

will schedule an outside audit, as soon as 

possible. 

 

REGIONAL MATTERS - It was decided to 

appoint a new Councilor at Large fill the 

remainder of Chris Lang’s term (until August 

2017).   

 

Mike and Tom will review and make any 

adjustments or additions to the Regional 

Guidelines that remain unfinished.  During the 

2015 Chapter Meeting we approved the Mission 

Statement and left the remainder for another time. 

 

FORMATION - Mike will try to implement 

distribution of quarterly or monthly formation 

ideas sent to local fraternities.  

 

NAFRA UPDATE - Mary Bittner, OFS will be 

our Fraternal Visitor at the August Chapter 

Meeting (replacing our NEC Councilor, Mary 

Frances Charsky).  Brother Alexander Escalara, 

OFM Cap will be our Pastoral Visitor. 

 

Cynthia Boren, OFS 

Secretary - Santa Maria De Las Montañas Region 

 

 

 

 

Council Meeting Highlights, continued from page 1 

 
 

The Secular Franciscan – a life of 

constant conversion 

 
   When I accepted this position of 

formation director for Santa Maria de las 

Montañas, I thought I was ready to help the 

formation directors of our fraternities improve our 

formation programs.  We can do a lot to help each 

other form our candidates and to continue our 

ongoing formation.  I hope to work with all of you 

to do so in the near future.  

 

As a way of beginning I want to share a 

few thoughts with you about what we might hope 

to achieve.  First we need to understand what our 

purpose is.  God granted St. Francis a great gift 

and charism which is passed on to us through our 

Rule.  The better we live our Rule, the more we 

realize our vocation.  I submit that living the 

Franciscan charism and spirituality in the world is 

the purpose of the Secular Franciscan Order. 

Being a Christ-like presence in the daily course of 

our lives by following the examples of St. Francis 

and St. Clare is what we do. 

 

I think formation is less education and 

Region Membership – 167 Professed; 

17 Candidates; 19 Inquirers; 2 in 

Orientation. 

Formation – continued on page 3 
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have tried - we may have succeeded or we may 

have fallen short in some way.  The fraternity 

meeting is the place where we can discuss our 

lives with those who understand.  Those who also 

want what we hope for.  Discernment comes 

through experience and conversation.  When 

setting the agenda for your regular fraternity 

meeting, allot time for conversation about our 

experiences.  Listen to the concerns of the 

members of your fraternity.  Celebrate their 

achievements and allow the members of your 

fraternity to help one another.  From this you will 

discover the topic and method of ongoing 

formation that is best for your fraternity at this 

time.  Over the course of time I have experienced 

different forms of fraternity meetings.  At times 

our meetings have focused on study, and frankly 

my main concern was getting my “homework’ 

done for the next meeting.  More recently our 

fraternity meetings have been focused more on 

discussion and sharing.  I find myself more 

encouraged to discern and experience my vocation 

by the second model. 

 

I hope that I will be 

able to meet with many of 

you at our Regional retreat 

this month, and begin to 

share our experiences, 

successes and difficulties as 

we move forward as a 

region.  

 

Peace and Joy, 

Michael Otteman, OFS - Regional Formation Dir. 

 

more preparation.  Preparing our hearts for the 

next conversion, the next step in our journey 

towards becoming more like Christ.  As 

Franciscans we continuously see the need to 

change, we try, fail, reconsider and try again until 

we are able to conform our lives ever more to 

Christ as shown to us by the model of Francis. 

Typically the monthly fraternity meeting is our 

primary source of encouragement in this effort. 

Sharing time with others who are on the same 

journey, although no two of us are in exactly the 

same place, we see that we are not unique in 

either our struggles or our joys.   

 

Each fraternity has its own history, its own 

traditions.  I want to encourage that and do not 

wish to impose a model or format upon the 

fraternity meeting.  I would, however, ask you to 

consider what we need to accomplish at these 

meetings.  Prayer is important to us as Secular 

Franciscans, but the fraternity meeting should not 

be a prayer group.  Continuing education is 

important, but the meeting should not be a book 

club, catechism class, or theological debate club. 

Community service is important, but we are not a 

service organization.  Socializing is good, but our 

order is not a social club.  The necessary business 

of running a fraternity is important, but please 

keep it short.  

 

If your fraternity wants to do these 

activities, by all means do so.  I would encourage 

those who want to start a prayer group, book club, 

etc. to do so, but possibly to do so on another day 

during the month.  Invite other members of your 

parish and community to share it with you. 

Perhaps, better still would be to join an existing 

prayer group, religious study, Bible study, service 

or social organization and in doing so share your 

Franciscan spirit with them.  Do not hide your 

light under a basket by being Franciscan only in 

the fraternity meeting.  

 

So, what do I think a fraternity meeting 

should be about? (And it is just my opinion.)   The 

fraternity meeting is a family reunion.  Each of us 

has been out there, in the world, for a month.  We 

Thank you to the Ministers and 

Delegates who attended the 2016 Santa 

Maria de las Montañas Region Chapter 

Visitation Meeting in August.  We hope 

that everyone had a positive experience 

and we look forward to sharing the 

report from our visitors from NAFRA - 

Mary Bittner, OFS and Brother 

Alexander Escalera, OFM Cap. 

Formation – continued on page 3 
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On Care  

for our 

Common 

Home 

 

Excerpts from a reflection by Betty Wassmer, 

from the San Damiano Fraternity. 

Quote from Laudato Si 

 “The poverty and austerity of Saint Francis 

were no mere veneer of asceticism, but 

something much more radical: a refusal to turn 

reality into an object simply to be used and 

controlled.”  Saint Francis of Assisi  

Our San Damiano Fraternity in Northern Colorado 

studied Pope Francis’ “Laudato Si” Encyclical 

Letter during this past year as a multi-month 

segment of our ongoing formation.  So many 

aspects contained in this document coincided with 

“Secular Franciscan Connections 

Corner” 
 

Angel Haus (highlighted in the December 

newsletter) Nativity scenes and other Christian 

lawn art.  Contact David Arling, OFS at 

djarling2011@hotmail.com or call 719-250-2775. 
 

Sweet Bee Botanicals - Handcrafted 

soaps/salves and creams in small batches.  Made 

with all organic ingredients including herbs and 

essential oils.  Contact Tanya Faust, OFS, phone - 

303-789-1595 or sweetbeebotanicals@mail.com,  

Otteman Arts, Loveland.  Custom picture framing 

and original art.  Contact Michael Otteman, OFS (970) 278-

0120 or www.ottemanartframing.com. 
 

If you know of a Secular Franciscan who has a business or 

apostolate, please send information to Cynthia to be considered 

for an upcoming newsletter. 

 

2016 Region Retreat 

YMCA of the Rockies 

Estes Park, Colorado 
 

Retreat Master – Father Bobby Barbato, OFM 

Cap 

 

Theme: The Pearl of Great Price - Becoming 

Gospel Merchants with Francis of Assisi 

 

Statistics - 30 total attendees - 19 overnight 

attendees - 11 Saturday only attendees 

 

Fr. Barbato described Francis as a different sort 

of evangelist, because he used ordinary words 

when describing what he believed in, words that 

sounded more like a salesman when heralding 

the great Jesus of scripture.  In fact, Francis was 

using the very skills that his father had taught 

him as a cloth merchant - except that, after his 

conversion, he applied those skills of his father 

to selling something far more precious than 

cloth.  Francis was now interested in seeing the 

world the way Christ saw it, and strove to live 

his life as Christ lived it some 1200 years earlier, 

using the words that Christ used.  When Frances 

was given brothers, he realized that God wanted 

him to shape a Religious Order of Friar Minor 

(lessor brothers), that would live a fraternal life 

of poverty, simplicity, humility, and service. 

 

Francis found God in the least of his brothers, in 

the leper, where it was easy to see Christ 

suffering along with them.  As his followers 

grew and as the church supported his efforts, 

Francis worked very hard to fight his own inner 

demons.  He would retreat into the cave to pray 

and contemplate the will of God.  Francis had to 

realize that he was not the Messiah and he 

need not save the world, only do what is his to 

do.  As so today, we see our current Pope 

claiming the name of Francis, living his charism, 

and spreading the Merchant Gospel message: 

that we do what is ours to do.   

 

Contributed by Tom McMahan 
Laudato Si – continued on page 5 

mailto:djarling2011@hotmail.com
mailto:sweetbeebotanicals@mail.com
tel:%28970%29%20278-0120
tel:%28970%29%20278-0120
http://www.ottemanartframing.com/
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Regional Executive Council 

2014 – 2017 

 

Minister Sharon Doerflinger, OFS 

 (303) 693-7154  

sld777@hotmail.com 

 

Vice Minister  Tom McMahan, OFS 

 (970) 339-5522  

beckyma@comcast.net 
 

Secretary Cynthia Boren OFS 

(970) 580-6765   
clborensfo@gmail.com 

 

      

   

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SERVANT 

LEADERS of the SFO; that they will make 

decisions that reflect their Franciscan vocation 

and demonstrate their gospel life. 

 

 

our particular Franciscan charism that it was as if 

we were relating to the very things St. Francis 

referred to just over 800 years ago.  The earth is a 

gift of God to human beings.  It simply must be 

seen and regarded as a gift always.  From the 

beauty of its treasures to the practical gifts of 

sustenance: food and water derived from the 

ground or the human inhabitants that are made to 

the image and likeness of the eternal giver, the 

Lord Himself.  The Great Commandment to love 

God with all our hearts, souls, minds and strength 

and our neighbor as ourselves for the love of God, 

is not a suggestion but a commission to do what is 

right.  Care of the earth and its many God-given 

resources (rivers, rainforests, fertile soil, oceans, 

etc.) are not just meant for us in our lifetime but 

for the future generations that will eventually 

inhabit the earth long after we are gone.  

 

St. Francis got it.  He understood that serving the 

poor and marginalized, seeing even the sun, moon, 

stars and planets, flowers, birds and bees literally 

all of creation as his brothers and sisters to be 

cared for and respected as gifts from the only One 

who matters.  I find that whether walking in my 

neighborhood noticing a crocus someone has 

planted in their yard, marveling at a rainbow after 

Treasurer Chris Lang, OFS 

(719) 293-0612

 chris.lang.leadville@gmail.com  

 

Spiritual Bro. Augustine Rohde, OFM Cap. 

Assistant (303) 817-8758 

   augustine.rohde@capuchins.org 

 

Formation Mike Otteman, OFS 

Director (970) 663-0447 – home 

(Appointed) (970) 278-0120 – work 

  ofsmott@aol.com 
 

National Neal Verzwyvelt, OFS 

Database  nverzwyvelt@gmail.com 
Assistant (719) 596-4492 
(Appointed)  

 

Councilor Robert Montoya, OFS 

At Large (719)-248-0445  

(Appointed) litlfranciscan@yahoo.com 
 
 

Laudato Si – continued from page 4 a storm that reminds me to have hope no matter 

what is happening in my life or the smile or 

‘hello’ of a neighbor or stranger I pass on the 

street – I am reminded of God’s presence in my 

life and the calling to be thankful for every 

blessing. 

 

This morning, noticing a little bird that had moved 

into the birdhouse on my patio, fitting it out for 

the new family for whom she was preparing the 

nest, I found myself talking to her and giving her 

encouragement in her efforts.  It made me think 

about how God’s creatures go about their life 

duties with such industriousness, never worrying 

about who will provide for them because they 

already seem to know.  Oh, that we should live 

our lives in complete trust in God’s love and 

generosity for us.  I now re-commit myself to do 

even better in taking care of my God-given 

environment and to encourage others to do the 

same. 

 

After all, what better resolution could I have than 

to be determined to take care of our common 

home, God’s created world?  And what better way 

to do so, than by practicing our Franciscan 

vocation’s charism? 

Betty Wassmer, OFS 
 

mailto:sld777@hotmail.com
mailto:beckyma@comcast.net
mailto:clborensfo@gmail.com
mailto:chris.lang.leadville@gmail.com
mailto:augustine.rohde@capuchins.org
mailto:ofsmott@aol.com
mailto:nverzwyvelt@gmail.com
tel:%28719%29-248-0445

